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Welcome to 2021! In this edition we look back in review and also share new Development Facts
opportunities to enjoy within our community. We know last year was a diffi- Calendar Year 2020
cult year. Once again, you that live, work, or conduct business in Alvin (Jan 01, 2020 - Dec 31, 2020)

stepped up to help sustain the health of the city. This includes Alvin ISD, Al-

vin Community College, and the Alvin  -Manvel Area Chamber of Commerce.
Information was shared on many platforms to bring resources to local busi- Building Permits & Values
nesses, while our students at all levels were front and center by those guid- .

ing their education. We are proud of all, and together Alvin is still the best New Commercial
place to work, learn, play, and call home. $22'_37e"r\r/|?|'ltizn

New Residential

Alvin 2020 - Year in Review Permits

$46.4 Million

Commercial Remodels/Additions
Permits
$23.5 Million
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Current Home Builders
in Alvin

Anglia Homes
CastleRock Communities
Centex Homes
Devon Street Homes
K. Hovnanian Homes
M/l Homes
Rausch Coleman Homes
Saratoga Homes

/“ ‘ Development Highlights

: Fiscal Year 2020

B _— 45 Planning Development
. = A ' o Meetings
City of Alvin City Councilmember and Mayor Pro Tem, Joel Castro delivers an 284 New Housing Permits Issued
00Open for Businessod sign to Tommasods | taliggn Grildl owner, Sal | Achi
Photo courtesy of the Alvin  -Manvel Area Chamber of Commerce Midtown Park - 45 Completed
Mart hads V47 Canplatedd

The City of Alvin experienced another economically successful year in 2020 Mustang Crossing - 55 Completed

despite an ongoing global pandemic. A diverse business climate and tax

base means that Alvin did not suffer the same budget shortfalls that many Al vings
larger cities and cities reliant on specific industries experienced. In calen- Largest Employers
dar year 2020, the City of Alvin issued 284 new housing permits, issued
$22.75 million in new commercial permits, $23.49 million in commercial Alvin ISD
remodels/additions permits and $2.23 million in residential remodels/ Empereon
additions permits. These numbers represent that developers, businesses Alvin Community College
and citizens continue to invest in Al\in. VY?'éV'a"Ci_tg of Al
opment Department utilizes a number of tools to assist developers and Ascend Performance Material
. - . - . INEOS Olefins & Polymers
business owners to be successful when deciding to do business in Alvin. RiceTec
The Economic Development webpagewwalvin-|I he gofdader@cPotivdve bs| t e
tx.gov ) offers multiple resources, including TEAM, Inc.

(See Review on Page 2)
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Continued from Page 1 =]
demographi cs, Al vinds Th
count maps, residential development maps, retail
trade area reports and maps, economic develop-
ment newsletters and reports, and various incen-
tives available to qualifying projects.

An incentive program that remains successful is
the recently updated Business Improvement Grant
and Downtown Location Assistance Program. The

program was expanded on December 03, 2020 to &
now allow for certain interior improvements for %
projects that will occupy a vacant storefront or a

vacant lot in the Downtown Development Area.

The expansion of the program comes on the

heels of another great fiscal year in which 4 An overhead map displays the Downtown Development
grants were awarded, 3 of which have completed Area that now allows for certain interior improvements as

their projects, equating to over $27,000.00 in pri- part of the Business Improvement Grant and Downtown
vate investment. One grant recipient is still in the Location Assistance Program.

process of completing their renovations. The new

fiscal year, which began on October 1st, has already seen an additional three grants awarded.

Anot her great tool that is being utilized by the Cit

Guidelines. This document allows for a common understanding and consistent approach to guide de-
velopers, City of Alvin staff, the Planning Commission and the general public through an evaluation pro-
cess for proposed developments that request City consideration. For those developments that meet the
goals and criteria of the Development Proposal Guidelines, the City is willing to consider creation of a
special district, which include Tax Increment Reinvestment Zones (TIRZ), Municipal Utility Districts
(MUDs), Public Improvement Districts (PIDs) and Public Utility Districts (PUDS).

Finally, a tremendous service that the
City of Alvin offers to potential devel-
opers are pre -development meetings.
City staff, including representatives
.| from the Engineering Department, Eco-
=2 nomic Development Department, Utili-
“ties Department, Fire
s and a representative from the drainage
district will meet with a potential devel-
# oper to discuss the proposed project.
The group will step down through a
checklist to address any unforeseen
challenges to the proposed develop-
ment, and suggest all possible avenues
to mitigate those challenges. All of
these efforts are made to ensure that
An aerial photo shows the newest section of the Kendall Lakes subdi- the City of Alvin continues to bring in

vision under construction with previously completed sections in the quality projects.
background.
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TOUI’ de B raz Karpeles Museum
The Karpeles Manuscript Museum is
now open at 800 West Sidnor Street,
The Alvin Convention & Visitor d|s g%'ﬂer éh$huf0rn}ers F'rﬁt 'glecthloql\Stg
Annual Tour de Braz Bike Ride, which will be held on Satur- . urch. 1€ museum ofters a rotat:
day, April 17, 2021 at Alvin Community College. This ride 'ng collection of historical marfu-
draws nearly 800 riders from all over the state and out of Scripts. .Museum hours are 10:00
state as well. This event will look a little different this year, am. to 5:00 p.m. Tugsdgys thr|ough
but it will still be fun for attendees and the whole family. Saturdays, and admission is free!
After researching COVID suggested guidelines and speaking
with our Emergency Management Coordinator, some changes
have been made to this event to keep everyone as safe as
possi bl e. As of right now, thertelf] wildl be no option
registration to avoid having too many people crowded into
one place. The different mile rides will have staggered start
times to give everyone plenty of space at the starting line to
feel safe and avoid as much contact as possible. Unfortu-
nately, there will also be no after party this year, but we will
be offering food once riders are done to take and eat on the
road. Extra steps will be taken at rest stops to make sure
surfaces are clean and the area is safe for volunteers and rid-
ers. Attendees will be encouraged to wear a mask and use The Alvin -Manvel Area Chamber of Com-
hand sanitizer stations that will be set up around the area. azgcuesgﬁlc: a'vz'tf’st"eounmc“gr']”ngg\:;(rﬁL%er'e;
In 2019, thanks to the kindness and generosity of our spon- 2020. P '
sors and riders, the ridebs beheficiary, the Al vin
Fire Department, received over $8,000.00 that was used for
equipment and training. We are hoping to surpass that num-
ber this year since the bike ride was cancelled in 2020 due to
COVID. To keep costs low for Tour de Braz, we rely on spon-
sorships and in -kind donations. That way, more money can
go towards the Alvin Volunteer Fire Department. If you are
interested in becoming a sponsor or volunteering, please
contact Athlyn Allen at  aallen@cityofalvin.com  or call (281)
388-4212.
Visitors browse through the Karpeles
Manuscript Museum collection on No-
vember 17, 2020.
A model of the USS Constitution, also
Riders gather at the starting line for Tour de Braz in 2019. lt(thOIv\iI:l r}larpilss Ma?m?scl:riSt Mulserur%.n sidp
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